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volved in discovery entitled them to a monopoly in Guinea,
and, more particularly, assert that they exercised dominion over
all Guinea and that they exacted tribute and obedience from
the native kings and princes. In 1562, the Portuguese ambas-
sador in London advanced the following arguments in support
of exclusive dominion:
The kings of Portugal have desired chiefly to spread abroad the Word
of God... without setting upon their subjects any tribute or im-
posts whatever.
As to the manner in which the crown of Portugal has always used
and enjoyed, and uses and enjoys, the actual possession of the said
lands, where the rule, has been by force of arms, they pay tribute;
and where there has been any doubt of the fidelity of the people, or
any fear that the Turks, Saracens, or other nation would assail, they
have built castles and fortresses and great towns and cities. Where
there has been no necessity for garrisons, or the air so pestilent that it
was manifest danger for the lives of men, there has only been a farm
of traffic or trade established, which has been always, and is at this
present, kept, entertained and continued, even so as it was ordained
from the beginning (which is no less than six score years) without, in
all the coast of Ethiopia, any of the princes once rebelling.
As to the force ordered by the kings of Portugal for the preserva-
tion of their right, for to keep the people of the said countries and
lands in subjection and obedience and for to keep them from the
hurt of the people of any other nation (since it was seen that of one
hundred persons there escapes not at the end of the year more than
twenty and a few more, and those scarce in health), it was more
expedient to send every year one army by sea to protect the traffic
and prevent any ships, either Portuguese or other, from trading with-
out an express licence. ... And thus for six score years hitherto, the
kings of Portugal have always enjoyed the real and actual possession
and domain of the said lands1.
But this was a gross exaggeration. The sway of the Portu-
guese was strictly limited to their fortified settlements on the
coast. They exercised little or no power among the great
majority of the tribes, and their authority was never extended
into the interior. Their policy, indeed, was to extend their con-
1 B.M,, Lansdowne MS. 171, ff. 139^143. The spelling of this quotation
has been modernised.